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At the fi rst Neighborhood Impact Study Meeting (10/10/08) the neighbor reps requested that we assemble a list of ‘talking points’ regarding the 

New Arts Union construction and future program. The goal of this list is to initiate a constructive discussion between the neighbors and Carleton 

College regarding potential neighborhood concerns and ways that these concerns may be addressed. 

NEIGHBORHOOD

• What do you value most about your neighborhood?

• What 3 words describe your vision for the neighborhood?

• How will the revitalization of the Middle School into the Arts Union add value to the neighborhood?

• What do you feel are the biggest challenges facing the neighborhood related to the Arts Union?

• What public realm elements do you feel will benefi t the neighborhood in relation to the new Arts Union?

   o Sidewalks – type/style?    o Lighting schemes?  o Plantings?  o Seating?

• What would you like to achieve with the redevelopment of the Arts Union?

• What would you like to achieve with the redevelopment of the Arts Union?

• Do you envision anything new in relation to the future use of the City Park?
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2. Arts Union Talking Points



DAYTIME:

• Maximum classroom design capacity = 378

• Dance, art, and CAMS (Center for Art and Media Studies) studios = appx. 25

• Test class schedules resulted in peak daytime usage = appx. 200

EVENING:

• Total Maximum Capacity of Programmed Evening Space = 440

 - Theatre = 250

 - Dance Studio = 100

 - Lecture Hall = 90 

• Performance and lecture start times will be staggered as much as possible so that people will be arriving/departing at different times? The 

goal of this is to minimize peak volumes of traffi c in the evening hours.
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3. Pedestrian Traffic: Arts Union        Campus



1. Parking Analysis - By The Numbers
 a) Existing Parking Availability
 b) Future Parking Changes: New Res. Hall + Arts Union
 c) Campus Parking - Potential Solutions
 d) Campus Event Parking - Potential Solutions
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4. Campus Parking Solutions Review 



SS TT

WAREHOUSE:10

N. REC.CENTER: 116

W. REC. CENTER: 98

ARBORETUM

LOT: 34

W. GYM. LOTS: 51

STADIUM

LOT: 116

LEIGHTON

LOT: 50

WILLIS

LOT: 44

CHAPEL

LOT: 33
NOURSE/COWLING: 115 (+3) 

FACULTY CLUB: 8

W. LIBRARY LOT: 62

NW. MATH LOT: 22

MATH + COMPUTING: 11

GOODHUE LOT: 3

BURTON

LOTS: 37

ALUMNI

LOTS: 45

NUTTING

LOT: 6

RR

FIRST STREET

ST
A

N
TO

N
 B

O
U

LE
VA

R
D

D
IV

IS
IO

N
 S

T
R

E
E

T

SECOND STREET

THIRD STREET

C
O

L
L

E
G

E
 S

T
R

E
E

T

U
N

IO
N

 S
T

R
E

E
T

W
A

S
H

IN
G

T
O

N
S

T
R

E
E

T

W
IN

O
N

A
 S

T
R

E
E

T

N
E

V
A

D
A

 S
T

R
E

E
T

M
A

P
L

E
 S

T
R

E
E

T

E
L

M
 S

T
R

E
E

T

O
A

K
 S

T
R

E
E

T

EA

B

C

D F

G

H

I

Q

R

S

P
N

OM

K

L

II

JJ

LL

MM
NN

HH Y

EE

DD

CC

BB

X

AA

W

Z

V

U

T

QQ

OO

PP

A

FF

GG

J

KK

Carleton College 
Future Parking Additions - Arts Center and Residence Hall
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Campus Parking - Potential Solutions 
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EXISTING PUBLIC STREET PARKING 0 (-407)

EXISTING CAMPUS PARKING  858

TOTAL

986

CAMPUS

986 921 = CITY CODE REQ.

823 = EST. DEMAND

SUMMARY:

- ALL STREET PARKING REMOVED.

- 2-LEVEL PARKING STRUCTURE 

ADDED TO ALUMNI HOUSE 

BLOCK. THIS REQUIRES THE 

REMOVAL OF 3 HOUSES.

- ADDITIONAL CAMPUIS PARKING 

LOTS EXPANDED/RE-DESIGNED 

TO EXCEED THE CITY CODE

REQUIREMENT AND ESTIMATED 

FUTURE DEMAND.

KEY

FUTURE STREET PARKING (ARTS)      0 (-44)

 FUTURE CAMPUS PARKING (RES.)  +03

PROPOSED STREET PARKING      0

PROPOSED CAMPUS PARKING    +125
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Campus Parking - Potential Solutions 

EXISTING STREET PARKING     407

EXISTING CAMPUS PARKING  858

TOTAL

1312

CAMPUS

ONLY

861

921 = CITY CODE REQ.

823 = EST. DEMAND

SUMMARY:

ADD 60 PARKING SPACES ON

CAMPUS IN ORDER TO MEET CITY

CODE REQUIREMENTS WITHOUT 

STREET PARKING.
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1. McClaughry Garage 
2. Grand Lot 
3. Grand Garage 
4. Westside Lot 
5. Block B Deck 
6. Employee Lot 

SS TTSS TTSSSS

5 MIN. WALK

(1/4 MILE)

5 MIN. WALK

(1/4 MILE)

3 MIN.

3 MIN.

7 MIN.

9 MIN.

1 MIN.

1 MIN.

WAREHOUSE:10

NEW WAREHOUSE

LOT: +29

N. REC.CENTER: 116

W. REC. CENTER: 98

ARBORETUM

LOT: 36 (+2)

W. GYM. LOTS: 55 (+4)

STADIUM

LOT: 116

LEIGHTON

LOT: 23 (-27)

WILLIS

LOT: 0 (-44)

CHAPEL

LOT: 33
NOURSE/COWLING: 115 (+3) 

FACULTY CLUB: 8

W. LIBRARY LOT: 39 (-23)

NW. MATH LOT: 39 (+17)

MATH + COMPUTING: 11

GOODHUE LOT: 3

BURTON

LOTS: 37

2 LEVELS

(+196)

ALUMNI

LOT 16 (-29)

NUTTING

LOT: 6

RR

EXISTING PUBLIC STREET PARKING 0 (-407)

EXISTING CAMPUS PARKING  858

TOTAL

986

CAMPUS

986 921 = CITY CODE REQ.

823 = EST. DEMAND

SUMMARY:

- ALL STREET PARKING REMOVED.

- 2-LEVEL PARKING STRUCTURE 

ADDED TO ALUMNI HOUSE 

BLOCK. THIS REQUIRES THE 

REMOVAL OF 3 HOUSES.

- ADDITIONAL CAMPUIS PARKING 

LOTS EXPANDED/RE-DESIGNED 

TO EXCEED THE CITY CODE

REQUIREMENT AND ESTIMATED 

FUTURE DEMAND.

KEY

PROPOSED PARKING PLAN - WALK RADII

Carleton College

FUTURE STREET PARKING (ARTS)      0 (-44)

 FUTURE CAMPUS PARKING (RES.)  +03

PROPOSED STREET PARKING      0

PROPOSED CAMPUS PARKING    +125

9
0

%
 E

F
F

E
C

T
IV

E
 =

 8
8

8

FIRST STREET

ST
A

N
TO

N
 B

O
U

LE
VA

R
D

D
IV

IS
IO

N
 S

T
R

E
E

T

SECOND STREET

THIRD STREET

C
O

L
L

E
G

E
 S

T
R

E
E

T

U
N

IO
N

 S
T

R
E

E
T

W
A

S
H

IN
G

T
O

N
S

T
R

E
E

T

W
IN

O
N

A
 S

T
R

E
E

T

N
E

V
A

D
A

 S
T

R
E

E
T

M
A

P
L

E
 S

T
R

E
E

T

E
L

M
 S

T
R

E
E

T

O
A

K
 S

T
R

E
E

T

EA

B

C

D F

G

H

I

Q

R

S

P
N

OM

K

L

II

JJ

LL

MM
NN

HH Y

EE

DD

CC

BB

X

AA

W

Z

V

U

T

QQ

OO

PP

A

FF

GG

J

KK

A ARB OFFICE

B ARB GARAGE

C PARR HOUSE

D FARM HOUSE

E GROUNDS

F STORAGE

G STORAGE

H WAREHOUSE

I GOODHUE HALL

J LAIRD STADIUM

K WEST GYMNASIUM

L FACILITIES

M LEIGHTON HALL

N LAURENCE MCKINLEY

  GOULD LIBRARY

O LAIRD HALL

P CENTER FOR MATHEMATICS

 AND COMPUTING

Q BOLIOU HALL

R GOODSELL OBSERVATORY

S SCIENCE ANNEX

T MUSIC HALL

U OLIN HALL OF SCIENCE

V HULINGS HALL

W MUDD HALL OF SCIENCE

X LANGUAGE AND DINING

Y CONCERT HALL

Z ARENA THEATER

AA NOURSE HALL

BB MYERS HALL

CC EVANS HALL

DD COWLING REC. CENTER

EE WATSON HALL

FF FACULTY CLUB ANNEX

GG FACULTY CLUB

HH SKINNER MEMORIAL CHAPEL

II SAYLES-HILL CAMPUS CENTER

JJ SEVERANCE HALL

KK WILLIS HALL

LL BURTON HALL

MM DAVIS HALL

NN SCOVILLE HALL

OO JOHNSON HOUSE

PP ALUMNI GUEST HOUSE

QQ MUSSER HALL

RR FUTURE ARTS CENTER

SS FUTURE RESIDENCE HALL

TT FUTURE RESIDENCE HALL

N o r t h

0 75 150   300 600
one inch = 300 feet contour interval = 5’

+

Future City Parking Defi cit

City Parking Proposals

City of Northfi eld Parking Supply/Demand and Alternatives 

by Walker Parking Consultants, 2001

Carleton College Parking Supply/Demand Analysis

by Walker Parking Consultants 2008
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4b. City of Northfi eld Parking Study 2001



•  2,836 parking spaces. Total number of spaces is adequate across study area, however some shortages were observed on a block-by-block basis.

•  Walker estimated a  future parking supply shortage of 169 spaces in the downtown area bounded by the Cannon River, 2nd St, Washington St, and 5th Street.
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Proposed location of new campus parking structure is within a:

• 3-minute walk to the New Arts Union

• 3-minute walk to the Student Center

• 3-minute walk to the Northfi eld City Library

• 5-minute (1/4 mile) walk to the Grand

• 7-minute walk to downtown

• 7-minute walk to the areas with future parking shortages

  • Archer House +Library Block (-62)

  • First Nat’l Bank Building (-32)

  • McClaugry building (-75)
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•  Suggested solutions to future parking defi cit include: 

 • structured parking   •  surface lot additions  • management solutions 

•  Preference ranks based on weighted score of proximity, cost, aesthetics, cultural 

impact, fl exibility, versatility, barriers, capacity, political considerations.

1. McClaughry Garage 
2. Grand Lot 
3. Grand Garage 
4. Westside Lot 
5. Block B Deck 
6. Employee Lot 

Alternative     Net Space Gain  Cost   Rank

1 McClaughry Garage *    147   $1,700,000 1

2 Grand Lot     39   $535,000  4

3 Grand Garage     104   $1,600,000 5

4 Westside Lot *     112    $201,600  2

5 Block 8 Deck      62   $998,600  6

6 Employee Lot     200    $360,000  3
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•  Walker estimated a future parking shortage of 169 spaces 

in the downtown area bounded by the Cannon River, 2nd St, 

Washington St, and 5th Street. 

• Proposed campus parking structure (2-level) is shown to 

accommodate 196 spaces. 

• This temporal and spatial conditions of this plan analysis 

combine to help solve both the city’s and campus’ future 

parking needs.

 - Daytime use of ramp could be shared between the city and 

the campus to reduce parking on residential streets.

 - Evening use of the ramp for Arts Union performances, 

after-school sports events, and other city venues.

• An updated survey of the city’s future parking needs would  help 

with the design capacity of this ramp for shared use.
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